About CDF It's time for greatness -- not for greed. It's a time for

idealism -- not ideology. It is a time not just for

compassionate words, but compassionate action.
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Leave No Child Behind and to ensure ever child a Healthy
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Start in life and successful passage into adulthood with the

SPROUT

Cultivate Your Community and Children's Dreams Will Come True

help of caring families and communities.
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About SPROUT

SPROUT:

e the Student Poverty Reduction OUTreach
program is a student run program of the
Children’s Defense Fund that involves
students in a national campaign to educate
families about benefit programs that include
EITC (Earned Income Tax Credit) and food
stamps.

Background:

SPROUT is modeled after, and builds on the success of
CDF’s SHOUT (Student Health Outreach) program. SHOUT
originated in 1998 and involves students in a national
campaign to educate families about the availability of free
and low-cost health insurance and to help those who are
eligible and uninsured enroll in the program. As an
expansion of SHOUT, SPROUT organizes students to help
families receive health insurance as well as other critical
benefits that can lift families out of poverty. These benefit
programs include CHIP (Children’s Health Insurance
Program), Medicaid, EITC (Earned Income Tax Credit), CTC

Child Tax Credit, and food stamps.

Why SPROUT?

Government benefits can provide important support to

families and there is startling evidence that eligible low-

income families are not taking advantage of these programs.

Reasons for this include the following:

o  Often families do not know about benefits and credits

o  Families may not know that they are eligible for such
benefits.

o Working families may not know how or where to apply
to receive them, and/or cannot take hours away from
work to apply.

SPROUT in Action:

SPROUT participants work with partnering
organizations and community members to flyer a
community center or organize a free tax preparation
day in a local church.

. To alert and educate students, community
members,and community-based organizations about
the crisis of poverty in working families in the U.S.

[Il. To inspire and mobilize students to reach out to
impoverished  children and families in their
communities who are potentially eligible for
government benefits, such as Food Stamps, the
Children’s Health Insurance Program, and the Child
Tax Credit.

lll. To link eligible children and families to enrollment
for government benefits which provide critical support
for their everyday, basic needs.

Top 5 Reasons To Become a SPROUT
Volunteer

1) To get the word out to hard-to-reach
families.

2) To lift families out of poverty.

3) To boost the local economy.
4) To be a leader in your community.

5) To make a difference in an outreach that
reaps tangible results!

How to start a SPROUT project

Starting a SPROUT project is simple!
Contact CDF at 800-CDF-1200
or
www.childrensdefense.org
for more information.

Call and learn how to make a significant difference in your
local community while developing skills to become an
advocate and join CDF’s Movement To Leave No Child
Behind.

- There are about 12 million children living in poverty in
the United States today.

- Every 41 seconds a baby is born into poverty

- Every 59 seconds a baby is born without health
insurance.

- There are approximately 9.2 million uninsured children
in the United States today.

Source: An Action Guide: "What You Need to Know and Do to Truly
Leave No Child Behind,” 2003



