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CHILDRENG DEFENSE FUND BDNEW YORK APPLAUDS GOVERNOR SPITZER
FOR MAKING NEW YORK STATE #1
IN PROVIDING HEALTH COVERAGE FOR CHILDREN

Statement by Donnal awrence, Executive Director, Children® Defense FundNY :

Oroday, Governar Eliot Spitzer followed up on his campagn promise to provide heslth coverage
for all childrenin New York State. By increasing thedligibility level for children in families
with income up to 400%o0f the povety level, New Y ork will have the highest ligibility level for
children in thecountry.

C!Govgnor Spitzer has placed New Y ork in theforefront of the naionin doing what is morally
rightN ensuring tha every single child has health insurance coverage

(Raising Child Health PlusB digibility levels to 400% of thefederal povaty level ($66,0004ear

for afamily of three) will reach an estimated 72,000 children in New Y orkN nearly 65 percent of

all children in the state who are uninsured and currently not eligible for state-subsdized insurance
programs.

Orhese 72,000 children are currently indigible for public hedlth insurance because they live in
families where the parents work and earn too much to allow them to qudify unde current
eligibility levels (more than $41000for afamily of three).

CPrevioudy, these families could buy in to publc hedlth insurance at the full-premium, an
average of $120pea month per child. This cogt was prohibitive and most families could not
paticipaeN resultingin children nothaving coverageat all.

QAll children need comprehensve hedlth coverage. Governor Spitzer has set anew standad that
theentire naion needsto follow. All children have therightto ahedlthy start in life.O
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Themission of the Children@ Defense Fundisto Leave No Child Behind” andto ensure every
child aHealthy Start, a Head Start, a Fair Start, a Safe Start andaMora Startin life and
successful passageto adulthoodwith the hdp of caring families and communities. For more
information visit www.cdfny.org.




