July 9, 2019
Submitted via www.regulations.gov
Office of General Counsel, Rules Docket Clerk
Department of Housing and Urban Development
451 7th Street SW, Room 10276
Washington, DC 20410-0500
Re: HUD Docket No. FR-6124-P-01, RIN 2501-AD89 Comments in Response to Proposed
Rulemaking: Housing and Community Development Act of 1980: Verification of Eligible
Status
Dear Sir/Madam:
On the behalf of The Children’s Defense Fund – New York (CDF – NY), we write to
offer comments in opposition to the Proposed Rule for Housing and Community Development
Act of 1980: Verification of Eligible Statues published in the Federal Register Volume 84,
Number 91, on May 10, 2019.
CDF-NY submit comments on behalf of children in the United States, especially young
children, children with disabilities, children of color, low-income children, immigrant children,
and children in complex families. For 46 years, CDF has been advocating for children and
seeking strong support for families through the passage of laws and implementation of rules,
programs, and services in their best interest. CDF’s Leave No Child Behind® mission is to
ensure every child a Healthy Start, a Head Start, a Fair Start, a Safe Start, and a Moral Start in
life and a successful passage to adulthood with the help of caring families and communities.
In New York, CDF-NY has a unique approach to improving conditions for children,
combining research, public education, policy development, community organizing and advocacy.
A recognized authority in the endeavor to protect children and strengthen families, CDF-NY
serves as a resource and partner for children, families and organizations throughout New York
City and State.
CDF-NY has worked with countless young people since its establishment, whether they
were citizens, immigrants, or children of immigrants. Many of the youth have shared stories
about their use of public benefits, including housing programs, and the support that public
assistance programs have provided in their lives. Many of our young people have gone on to beat
the odds against them and become American success stories. Who is to say whether these
immigrants and their children won't go on to be the next great entrepreneur, scientist, or the next
president?
CDF-NY is alarmed by the proposed rulemaking because if applied as currently drafted,
it will threaten the well-being of children, low-income U.S. citizens, immigrants, and their

families. It is yet another direct attack on immigrants and citizens in mixed status households1.
This rule bars them from receiving housing assistance and deprives them of the most basic of
human rights—a home. If this rule is promulgated, it will force thousands of families in
federally-assisted housing to forgo their benefits, to separate, or to face eviction. Family
separations undermine family stability, which results in developmental problems in children. The
separation of families, even if it’s temporary, can impact the bond between parent-child as well
as the health and educational attainment further down in life. It is why we condemn the proposed
rule and request that the Department of Housing and Urban Development immediately withdraw
the proposed rule.
I.

The Proposed Rule threatens the welfare of tens of thousands of immigrant families
including many children.

The existing rule bars undocumented immigrants from receiving federal housing
subsidies, but allows families of mixed immigration status to live in subsidized housing as long
as one household member is a legal resident. The subsidies are prorated based on the number of
eligible members of the family. The amount of housing subsidy for the household is decreased
based on the portion of eligible household members in the unit2. The new proposal however,
prohibits “mixed-status” families, which are households comprised of members who have
eligible and ineligible immigration statuses as defined in Section 214, from living in federally
subsidized units that are subject to immigration status restrictions under Section 214 of the
Housing and Community Development Act of 19803. If applied as currently drafted, it will result
in the evictions of 108,000 individuals in 25,000 mixed status families (in which nearly 3 out of
4 are eligible for assistance) from public housing, Section 8, and other programs covered by the
proposed rule4. Since 70% of mixed status families currently receiving HUD assistance are
composed of eligible children and at least one ineligible parent, this proposed rule would
displace as many as 55,000 children and puts them at risk of homelessness5.
Studies have shown that unstable housing situations can cause individuals to experience
increased hospital visits, loss of employment, and are associated with increased likelihood of
mental health problems in children,6 and can dramatically increase the risk of an acute episode of
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a behavioral health condition, including relapse of addiction in adults. Having safe and stable
housing is crucial to a person’s good health, sustaining employment, and overall self-sufficiency.
These effects will be particularly prominent in children, nearly all of whom are U.S. citizens, in
these mixed status families. Research has shown that economic and housing instability impedes
children’s cognitive development, leading to poorer life outcomes as adults.7 Housing instability
is directly correlated to decreases in student retention rates and contributes to homeless students’
high suspension rates, school turnover, truancy, and expulsions, limiting students’ opportunity to
obtain the education they need to succeed later in life.8 Since these children lack the legal
capacity to sign leases themselves, this results in the adult heads of household, including those
who do not receive assistance, to sign these contracts on behalf of their family. By prohibiting
the ineligible adults from living in subsidized units, the proposed rule forecloses the possibility
of these eligible immigrants, U.S. citizen, children from receiving any housing assistance under
the covered housing programs.
II.

The proposed rule will hurt already vulnerable disadvantaged populations.

Aging Population
Federal housing assistance programs provide vital support to 1.9 million older adults who
would otherwise be unable to afford the cost of shelter.9 Seniors with fixed incomes are
especially at risk of serious harm if they live in mixed status families and lose rental assistance
due to the rule because they have such limited resources to spend on other basic needs, including
food, medicine, transportation, and clothing.10 The proposed rule would also make it impossible
for many intergenerational families to live together and share resources that enable them to
succeed. It ignores the critical roles many grandparents play in caring for their grandchildren and
other family members, as well as the role adult children play in caring for their aging parents and
relatives.
According to a study reported by the Census Bureau in 2017, of the 70 million
grandparents in the United States,11 approximately 7.3 million or 10 percent, lived with at least
one grandchild, a 24 percent increase compared to 2001; 3 percent of which are responsible for
raising and supporting his/her grandchildren.12 Additionally, grandparents act as a pillar of
support for overburdened parents by helping to care for children, providing them with a healthy
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and stable lifestyle, and ensuring they are looked after. In return, caring for grandchildren can
help stave off depression and boosts social connection for the grandparents.
In some cases, the rise in percentage in seniors caring for grandchildren can be alarming
as it creates additional challenges faced by the aging population. In families where the parents
are absent from the household, grandparents often assume responsibility as the head of
household for the grandchildren. In these situations, grandparents may not be mentally,
physically, or financially prepared to care for their grandchildren. In the absence of the parents,
children may develop emotional disturbances and stress, which the custodial grandparents may
not be mentally or emotionally prepared for. Financially, grandparents have limited resources
and in most cases, are ready to enter retirement if they haven’t already. Assuming responsibility
for the child creates additional financial burden and hardships to grandparents, draining
retirement savings and in some cases, forces the grandparent back into workforce, which in the
long run deteriorates the physically health of the grandparents13.
Furthermore, the proposed rule adds new documentation requirements that will be
particularly burdensome on older adults.14 The proposed rule will require all U.S. citizens to
provide proof of citizenship, and will also require noncitizens 62 years old or over to provide
additional documentation of their immigration status. Older individuals face many challenges in
getting this kind of documentation, including difficulties getting to government offices to replace
lost records, coming up with the funds to replace these records, and some may have never been
issued these documents in the first place.15
By separating families through eviction, families may lose some of their primary sources
of emotional, finance, and physical support from the intergeneration bond that help children and
families. It is why we urge the withdrawal of this rule and emphasize the importance of keeping
families together.
Children
The proposed rule threatens the health of children, and will effectively evict over 55,000
children who are eligible for the covered housing programs. The changes proposed are
specifically designed to force families to make choices that will harm their child’s health. Mixed
status families will have to make the excruciating decision to either face eviction or separate as a
family in order to retain housing stability. Both options will have lasting impacts on child and
family health. Research shows that families who are evicted are more likely to experience
homelessness, move into substandard or overcrowded housing, and have a sequence of adverse
physical and mental health outcomes.16 The alternative, family separation, even if it is temporary,

Dionne Dobbins, Ph.D., Celebrating Grandparents and the Important Role They Play in Children’s lives, (Sept. 13, 2017),
https://usa.childcareaware.org/2017/09/celebrating-grandparents-important-role-play-childrens-lives/
14
Housing and Community Development Act of 1980: Verification of Eligible Status, 84 Fed. Reg. 20,589, 20,592 (proposed May 10, 2019) (to
be codified at 24 C.F.R. part 5).
15
Ina Jafe, For Older Voters, Getting the Right ID Can Be Especially Tough, NPR: ALL THINGS CONSIDERED (Sept. 7, 2018),
https://www.npr.org/2018/09/07/644648955/for-older-voters-getting-the-right-id-can-be-especially-tough.
16
Bovell-Ammon A & Sandel M., The Hidden Health Crisis of Eviction, BOS. U. SCH. OF PUB. HEALTH (2018),
http://www.bu.edu/sph/2018/10/05/the-hidden-health-crisis-of-eviction/; Desmond M. & Tolbert Kimbro R., Evictions Fallout: Housing,
Hardship, and Health, 94 SOCIAL FORCES 295 (2015).
13

is a stressful and traumatizing experience for children, which can alter the architecture of a
child’s developing brain and have lifelong consequences.17
Approximately 18 million children in the U.S. live in a family with at least one
immigrant parent,18 and an estimated 5 million children (of whom more than 80 percent are U.S.
citizens) live in homes with at least one undocumented parent.19 In New York, there are
approximately 1.5 million children in immigrant families.20 While the majority of children in
these households are citizens, the fact that they have at least one member of their household who
has limited or no eligibility for public assistance based on their immigration status means that
children in immigrant families have higher rates of poverty than children in U.S.-born families.21
Access to housing assistance already remains limited for families—only one in four
families who are eligible for rental assistance in the U.S. receive it. Nearly 40% of the
households currently receiving rental assistance include children.22 Research shows that rental
assistance for households with children results in significant positive effects for future child
outcomes and family economic security. Housing assistance lifts about a million children out of
poverty each year,23 and can improve a child’s chances for long-term economic mobility—one
study finds that children in households receiving Housing Choice vouchers have higher adult
earnings and a lower chance of incarceration.24
Housing assistance also improves child health—children of families receiving housing
assistance had a 35 percent higher chance of being labeled a “well child,” a 28 percent lower risk
of being seriously underweight and a 19 percent lower risk of food insecurity.25 Access to
affordable housing provides stability for families and frees up income for other necessities. Lowincome households with children that pay more than half of their monthly income on rent spend
considerably less on other basic necessities—they spend $200 less per month on food, nearly
$100 less on transportation, and about $80 less on healthcare.26
This rule would add insult to injury by further limiting access to housing assistance for
families with children. Child and youth homelessness continues to skyrocket in the United States
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– the U.S. Department of Education identified 1.3 million homeless children in the 2016-2017,
which is a 70 percent increase since the 2007-2008 school year.27
The proposed rule will only serve to further increase child homelessness, with
detrimental effects to child well-being and our economy. Homelessness, even for a brief time, is
extremely detrimental to a child’s healthy development. The younger and longer a child
experiences homelessness, the greater the cumulative toll of negative health outcomes.28
Homelessness is also associated with an 87 percent greater likelihood of a child or youth
dropping out of school.29
A recent landmark study from the National Academy of Sciences finds that child poverty
and homelessness costs our society over $1 trillion each year.30 This same study finds that
making housing vouchers available for 70 percent of the families who are currently eligible
would reduce child poverty by 3 percentage points.
This rule takes the opposite approach by taking away housing assistance from thousands
of children and families, ignoring research from leading experts regarding what is best for the
well-being of the nation’s children and families. Evicting families or forcing them to separate
will not only harm children’s health today, but well into the future. We need policies that
expand, not reduce, access to stable homes for families with children in order to ensure all
children have opportunities to be healthy and reach their highest potential.
Conclusion
The Children’s Defense Fund-New York stridently opposes the proposed rule for
Housing and Community Development Act of 1980 as it creates additional hardship for
immigrant children and families and vulnerable individuals. We urge HUD to immediately
withdraw its current proposal, and dedicate its efforts to advancing policies that strengthen—
rather than undermine—the ability of immigrants to support themselves and their families in the
future. By protecting and keeping the families together, and allowing them to get the care,
services and support they need to remain healthy and productive results a thriving community.
Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the proposed rulemaking.
Sincerely,
Children’s Defense Fund-New York.
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